i/o                     Syed Ahmed Khan.

of all others most approves itself to my sympathy and
judgment. I have long appreciated the study of the
noble language in which the address is so simply and
elegantly written, and have myself beguiled many an
hour in the company of the early Arabic writers. I
look to the highest advantages being gained by your
race in India from the study of your beautiful and
classical language, combined with the study of the
literature and science of the West, and it is this com-
bination which has led me to take so special an interest
in the Mohammedan College of Allygurh. It was there-
fore with no common feelings of pleasure that I
learned your design of endowing a scholarship in my
name having this object in view.

My friends, during the whole course of my adminis-
tration, I have ever found the Mussulmans of Upper
India faithful to the Queen; and, amongst their superior
ranks, very many who have been forward to support
the British Government in its great work of promoting
the prosperity and elevating the social and moral con-
dition of the people.

I shall carry with me, and ever bear in my heart,
the memory of the goodness I have experienced at
your hands, and of associations which have enshrined
many amongst you in the number of friends very dear
to me. Farewell ! and may every blessing attend
you. Your sincere and faithful friend, W. MUIR.

In December 1876 my wife and I went up to Delhi
for the Imperial Assemblage, and met Syed Ahmed
after a parting of over two years. One day in writing
to my old friend his Highness the Maharaja of Benares,
who was at the Assemblage, I put the letters G.C.SJ.
after his name on the envelope. A few days after-
wards he came over to me quite excited, and asked me
how I had known that he was to get the Grand Cross
of the Star of India, as he had only received intimation
that it had been bestowed upon him that morning!
Syed Ahmed, years afterwards, on my telling him of
this curious coincidence, reminded me that I had, in
1863, told him that I should see him in Council.